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For eight weeks, The Arc of
New Jersey is relating its
rich history with a series of
weekly emails celebrating
the people and ev ents that
hav e made The Arc the
strong v ibrant organization it
is today.
To see the first six v olumes,
click here.

Advocating in the New Century
2000
The Arc of  New Jersey  wages a major campaign to
draw attention to the low wages paid to direct care
staf f . Their successf ul adv ocacy  leads to a $1 an
hour increase f or direct care staf f  in the FY 2001 state
budget.

2001
The US Surgeon General conv enes conf erence on
health care, inv iting staf f  f rom The Arc of  NJ. The
conf erence leads to the publication of  a National
Blueprint to Improv e the Health of  Persons with (ID).

The Arc of  NJ successf ully  adv ocates f or the establishment of  regional FAS centers
across the state.
NJSAP receiv es a grant to hold statewide election training f or people with I/DD. The
trainings are held f or 2248 people and lead to 380 newly  registered v oters.
The Arc of  NJ starts serv ices in Hudson County  at the Hudson County  Resource Center in
Union City .

2002
The Arc of  NJ works with local county
chapters to launch a statewide walkathon. In
the f irst y ear the ev ent raises $251,400.
Ov er the next 17 y ears the ev ent will bring in
close to $10 million to support the local
county  chapters.
The Arc of  NJ establishes a Department of
Education Adv ocacy  with Liz Shea as
Director. Liz mov es on to become Director of  Gov ernmental Af f airs in 2004.
The NJ Div ision of  Dev elopmental Disabilities adopts new waiting list procedures which
address lev el of  need and parental age.
The US Supreme Court rules that the death penalty  is cruel and unusual punishment f or
people with ID.

2003
The Criminal Justice Adv ocacy  Program receiv es a grant to work with juv enile of f enders in
Union County . The program is expanded to Hudson County  in 2009.
The Arc of  NJ adv ocates f or Abuse and Neglect legislation which amends current statutes
to increase the penalties f or any one leav ing someone with I/DD alone in a motor v ehicle.
Strong statewide adv ocacy  leads to a $5.5 million increase in Early  Interv ention f unding in
the State FY 2004 budget.
The Arc of  NJ holds its f irst annual conf erence on education adv ocacy  in North Brunswick.
The Arc of  NJ f orms Partners in Justice, a statewide disability  response team to examine
the issues f acing of f enders, v ictims and witnesses with I/DD.

2004
The Arc of  NJ starts the Cost of  Prov iding Care Coalition to adv ocate f or 4% increase in
prov ider contracts f or organizations prov iding direct care to people with I/DD. The f unding
was included in the State FY 2005 budget.
The Indiv iduals with Disabilities Education Improv ement Act (IDEIA), the f ederal law that
reauthorized the Indiv iduals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), was signed into law.  

2005
Gov ernor Richard Codey  signs the expanded bike helmet law
which increases the age f or mandatory  bike helmets to y outh
age 17 and under, and prov ides f unding f or a statewide public
relations campaign.Major League Baseball pitcher Al Leiter
signs on as statewide spokesperson f or the Step Up For The
Arc walkathon.
The Arc of  NJ trav els across the state to prov ide more than 30
seminars on the new Medicare Drug Benef it f or dual eligibles.

2006
The Arc of  NJ Family  Adv ocacy  Program is launched in an ef f ort to bring together f amilies
in an ef f ectiv e grassroots adv ocacy  network.
The f irst of  sev eral grants are awarded by  the Horizon Foundation f or HJ to f und a
Diabetes Awareness Project.
Legislation is passed which f orms the NJ Department of  Children and Families.

https://files.constantcontact.com/00354e99301/806b08c3-27ca-4cf0-a3fc-7ef8df035c75.pdf
https://www.arcnj.org/news_events/70years.html


The Arc of  NJ successf ully  adv ocates f or the passage of  legislation which strengthens
parents’ rights in special education and mandates the publication and distribution of  the
PRISE booklet.

2007
With more than 6,933 indiv iduals still on the community
serv ices waiting list, The Arc of  NJ launches a new
campaign called the 10% solution.
The Nov ember elections see passage of  a public
question ending of f ensiv e language in the portion of  the
NJ constitution on v oting rights. The Arc of  NJ along
with dozens of  disability  adv ocacy  organizations ran a
massiv e public awareness campaign on the issue
throughout the election season.

2008
The Arc of  NJ launches an extensiv e campaign to
reduce the community  serv ices waiting list which
includes hearings, a day  at the statehouse f or
f amilies and widespread PR cov erage, resulting in
$12.5 million in the FY 2009 State budget allocated
strictly  to address the waiting list.
In a major v ictory  f or parents of  students in special
education, Gov ernor Jon Corzine signs legislation
reallocating the burden of  proof  in special education
due process hearings back to school districts.

Congressman Frank Pallone inv ites The Arc of  NJ to testif y  bef ore a congressional
committee on changes in Medicaid and how they  af f ect children and adults with I/DD.
The Arc of  NJ begins a 3 y ear program called No Wrong Door, f ocusing on v ictims of
sexual abuse and domestic v iolence with I/DD.
The Arc of  NJ successf ully  adv ocates f or legislation allowing students in special education
to participate in graduation activ ities ev en if  they  are remaining in school past their f ourth
y ear.
The Arc of  NJ and The Arc of  the US are inv ited to participate in the f ilming of  the Geraldo
Riv era Show in NYC which f ocuses on the national waiting list crisis.

2009
The Arc of  New Jersey  celebrates its 60th

Anniv ersary  with a gala attended by  Gov ernor Jon
Corzine.
President Barack Obama names a f irst-ev er,
f ederal lev el special assistant f ocused exclusiv ely
on disability  policy .
The Arc of  NJ’s Self -Adv ocacy  Project f ilms a
series of  v ideos f ocusing on respectf ul language
regarding people with I/DD. The organization uses
the v ideos f or public awareness as well as a

strategy  to adv ocate with the NJ Legislature to pass respectf ul language legislation.

Fun Fact: In 2002 The Arc of  New Jersey  mov es into a new building - but keeps the same
address! in order to minimize expenses connected with an of f ice mov e, The Arc of  NJ
petitions the post of f ice to maintain its 985 Liv ingston Av e address.

Time is running out!
With only 1 week to go,

the time is now to purchase
tickets for The Arc
of New Jersey 70th
Anniv ersary Dinner.

Join us on Thursday, November
21st at The Imperia in
Somerset, NJ as we celebrate
our 70th Anniversary and honor
six exceptional award winners.

President’s Award
Todd Poly niak, Sax LLP

Advocacy Matters Award
S. Paul Prior, Esq.

Volunteer of the Year
Ralph Mastrangelo

Bill Sackter Award
Ev ely n Ramundo

Martin Papish Award
Linda Cancro Lucas

Community Impact Award
The Porzio Family  of  Companies

(Porzio, Bromberg & Newman P.C.,
Porzio Governmental Affairs LLC,
Porzio Compliance Services LLC,

Porzio Life Sciences LLC)

The deadline ticket sales is
today at 5 pm. For information,
visit our website, email
c fortin@arcnj.org or call
732.733.6013. 

The Arc of
New Jersey

70th
Anniversary
Campaign

As you can see, The
Arc of New Jersey
has had a wonderful
history of advocacy
and service. To
continue our
wonderful work, we need your help!

In honor of our 70th Anniversary, The
Arc of New Jersey is launching a special
70th Anniversary campaign to raise
$70,000. 

Every donation has the power to make a
significant difference in the l ife of
someone with I/DD and their family.

Please donate today to help us
reach our goal!

DONATE NOW!
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